all of them with a few exceptions. The woes and sorrows of the
ladies of the departed were also very pathetically described in this
part.

Agastyapandita condensed much of this part of the epic. He
described in one canto the skill and valour of the archer of archers,
Bhzsma who fought for ten out of a total of eighteen days. And
the major events of the battle which revealed the valour, skill
and bravery of the various heroes like Drona, Arjuna, Kama,
A^vatthdma, Bhxma, Abhimanyu and Bhagadatta, were portrayed
very beautifully by Agastya devoting a few cantos in his work. And
the essence of the divine gospel Bhagavadgzta was also broughtout
in a nutshel by Agastyapandita in keeping with the primary senti-
ment of the Kdvya. The minor incidents of the war were simply
mentioned during the process of the narration of the story. The
incident which describes Dharmaraja's approach to Bhisma at the
beginning of the war - 5'rikrsna's wrath and his attempt to kill
Bh?sma " Pandava's secret approach to Bhzsma to know the clue to
kill him - were omitted by Agastyapandita either to elevate the re-
spective characters or to maintain the suspense and the interest of
the narration. Arjuna's killing of Kama while the latter was lifting
his chariot out of the soil was also omitted by Agastya to elevate
the characters of both Arjuna and Kama. Thus Agastya devoted
altogehter six cantos of his work for this part of the original epic
story.

The fifth part of the epic deals mainly with the details of the
coronation and Horse-Sacrifice of Dharmardja - Bhz'sma's advice
" the death of all the elders - birth of Pariksit" 5'rzkrsna's death
and departure to heaven " the miserable plight of the Yddavas -
the long march of Pdndavas to heaven at last.

Agastya devoted a single canto for all this part of the epic
but referred to almost all the incidents of it and broughtout the
essence of the epic effectively " and conveyed the transitory na-
ture ofwordly ambitions and achievements and concluded with a
note of benediction. Thus the whole content of the story part of the